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State  of  Montana, 
,  Op'fice  of  Register  of  State  Lands. 

Helena,  Montana,  Dcccnihcr  1st,  ISOr*. 
To  TTis  P:xrollon(  y,  JDHX  E.  KirKAKDS, 

Governor  of  Montana. 

fJir:  Tn  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  3592  of 
the  Political  Code  1  have  the  honor  to  siibniil  herewith  the 
followinjii-  report  of  the  business  transacted  by  the  State  Land 
( )t1ice  since  my  appointment  as  Register  thereof,  and  since  tak- 
ing charge  of  the  office  on  March  25th,  1895. 

The  business  of  the  State  Land  Department  had  continued 
to  increase  in  volume  and  importance  from  year  to  year  till 
the  State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners,  by  reason  of  the  pres- 
sure of  their  official  duties  from  other  directions,  had  come 
to  find  it  quite  impossible  to  hold  meetings  often  enough  to 
transact  the  business  of  this  department  promptly;  necessitat- 
ing, as  it  did,  a  meeting  of  the  Board  to  act  on  all  applications 
and  communications. 

Tlie  collection  of  payments  on  lands  purchased  from  the 
State  and  of  rents  on  leased  lands  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  ne- 
cessitate continual  and  vigorous  correspondence  in  order  to 
prevent  loss  to  the  State  from  lai^ses  and  delinquency  of  pay- 
ments. 

It  had  also  become  apparentto  the  Board;  and  they  so  report 
ed:  that  thousands  of  acres  of  State  lands  were  being  occupied 
by  trespassers  who  were  paying  no  rent  to  the  State,  and  who 
could  be  compelled  to  either  buy,  lease,  or  vacate,  were  their 
cases  to  receive  the  attention  of  a  proper  officer. 

In  response,  therefore,  to  repeated  recommendations  of  the 
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State  Board  of  Laud  Commissioners  and  of  your  predecessor 
and  yourself,  the  Fourth  Legislative  Assembly  created  the 
offi<'e  of  Keoister  of  the  State  Land  Office;  with  duties  defined 
and  specilied  in  Article  V,  Part  III,  Title  VIII,  of  the  Political 
("ode,  and  approved  March  7th,  1895. 

I'pon  assuming  the  duties  of  the  office  on  March  25t.h,  1895, 
I  found,  on  the  books  of  the  office,  186  five  year  leases  and  18 
annual  permits  covering  about  45,000  acres  of  agricultural 
and  glazing  lands,  and  conditioned  to  pay  annual  rentals  to 
the  amount  of  about  |1 3,000.00.  I  found  127  certificates  of 
purchase  of  State  lands,  covering  a  total  of  about  4,000  acres, 
with  annual  payments  due  in  the  sum  of  $8,800.00,  together 
with  annual  interest.  94  of  these  certificates  are  to  town  lots 
in  the  Missoula  School  Addition  and  33  to  ranch  lands  situ- 
ated mostlv  in  the  Gallatin  and  Missoula  vallevs. 

The  records  of  the  office  disclosed  a  great  many  cases  of 
delinquencies  of  payments  of  annual  rentals  due  on  leases  and 
of  annual  iDayments  due  on  certificates,  at  the  time  I  took 
charge  of  the  office.  This  was  owing  largely  to  the  short  crop 
of  1894  and  to  the  general  stringency  in  money  matters.  In 
all  these  cases  collections  have  been  vigorously  pushed  by  this 
office  during  the  past  eight  months  with  satisfactory  results, 
but  there  are  still  several  cases  on  the  books  which  will  un- 
doubtedly have  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Attorney  General 
for  collection.  On  some  of  them  the  State  is  not  apt  to  realize 
much,  from  the  fact  that  the  sureties  appear  to  be  irrespons- 
ible.    Most  of  these  cases  are  in  the  Flathead  County. 

The  collection  of  rents  and  payments  due  during  the  fiscal 
year  just  closed  has  been  fairly  satisfactory,  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  crops  in  the  Flathead  country  were  almost  a  com^ 
plete  failure  and  the  crops  in  the  Gallatin  Valley  seem  to  have 
been  but  little  better. 

Under  the  present  rules  of  the  Board  every  applicant  for 
a  lease  must  accompany  his  bond  with  a  certificate  from  the 
Count V  Clerk  and  Recorder  of  the  countv  in  which  the  bonds- 
men  reside,  showing  the  value  of  their  property.  In  this  way, 
by  accepting  such  sureties  only  as  are  amply  responsible,  all 
possibility  of  trouble  in  the  matter  of  collecting  rentals  in  the 
future  should  be  avoided. 
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I  undertook  at  once  to  locate  all  trespasses  on  State  Lands 
and  compel  them  to  either  lease,  buy  or  vacate,  where  they 
occupied  lands  which  liad  beea  appraised,  or  to  take  annnal 
permits  in  the  case  of  lands  that  had  not  been  appraised.  In 
my  efforts  in  this  connection  I  have  been  aided  a  .nr<Mt  deal  by 
parlies  livin}]:  in  the  vicinity  of  lands  occupied  by  trespassers; 
and  in  some  cases  by  countv  officers  who  have  notified  this 
office  of  many  cases  where  lands  Avere  beini*-  occupied  without 
authority.  As  a  result  I  have  issued  durin<;  the  past  eight 
months  70  annual  permits  to  fence  and  occupy  unappraised 
State  lands  from  vear  to  vear  till  such  time  as  the  same  mav 
be  appraised  and  offered  for  sale  and  lease.  These  TO  permits 
cover  23,440  acres,  mostly  grazing  lands^  and  conditioned  to 
))ay  an  annual  rental  of  |2,777.00.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore, 
that  the  demand  for  land  under  the  permit  system  is  increasing 
very  rapidly.  Up  to  a  short  time  ago  unappraised  lands  were 
considered  common  property  for  everyone  to  occupy  free  of  rent 
or  compensation  to  the  State.  Xow,  however,  as  soon  as  a  man 
is  compelled  to  take  a  permit  to  a  piece  of  land  and  pay  rent  for 
it,  he  takes  occasion  to  notify  this  office  of  other  cases  in  his 
neighborhood  that  he  knows  of;  so  in  many  cases  there  is  a 
rivalry  to  see  who  can  file  application  for  the  lands  first. 

I  have  issued  Avith  the  approval  of  the  Board  during  the  past 
eight  months  58  leases,  covering  26,311  acres,  conditioned  to 
pay  annual  rentals  in  the  amount  of  |3,386.50. 

Two  contests  for  leases  were  appealed  from  this  office  to 
the  State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners,  in  both  of  Avhich  cases 
mv  decision  was  sustained  b\^  the  Board. 

I  have  conducted  two  public  sales  of  State  lands  since  taking 
charge  of  the  office;  one  at  Great  Falls,  on  October  9th,  1895, 
where  I  offered  for  sale  and  lease  22,260  acres  of  newly  ap- 
praised Cascade  county  lands,  and  the  other  at  White  Sulphur 
Springs  on  November  29th,  1895,  Avhere  I  offered  for  sale  and 
lease  94,470  acres  of  Meagher  county  State  lands,  just  apprais- 
ed by  the  State  Land  Agent. 

No  offers  to  purchase  were  made  at  either  sale;  the  appraised 
value  of  the  land  in  nearly  all  cases  being  far  below  the  mini- 
mum selling  price  of  ten  dollars  per  acre.     State  Land  Agent 
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Pago  valued  most  of  the  lands  in  Meaglier  county  at  prices 
ranging  from  fl.50  to  |2.50  per  acre;  a  great  many  pieces  be- 
ing valued  at  |4.00,  several  at  $(1.00,  one  or  two  at  |8.00,  and 
only  one  piece  at  ^10.00;  the  average  price  throughout  the 
county  being  in  the  neighborhood  of  |2.25  per  acre.  This  valu- 
ation, wliich  apjjears  to  be  very  just  and  moderate,  will  un- 
doubtedh'  result  in  the  leasing  of  a  large  portion  of  these  lands 
at  an  early  date  at  the  minimum  rate  of  five  per  cent  of  the 
appraised  valuation.  At  the  sale  at  White  Sulphur  Springs 
I  issued  28  five  vear  leases  covering  17,120  acres  and  manv 
more  leases  are  in  prospect. 

The  following  amounts  have  been  received  by  this  office  dur- 
ing the  unexpired  portion  of  the  fiscal  year,  from  March  25th, 
1895,  when  I  took  charge,  to  December  1st  instant,  and  has  been 
turned  over  to  the  State  Treasurer: 


School  fund,  permanent $10,635  05 

School  fund,  income 10,830  94 

University  fund,  income 3i51~  14 

Capitol  Building  fund 1,127  76 

State  Normal  School  fund 860  00 

$36,970  89 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30th,  1895, 
1  had  in  bank  in  the  form  of  moneys  accompanying  applica- 
tions pending,  and  in  partial  payments  the  sum  of  |916.21. 


SUMMAKY. 

The  State  Land  Agent  appraised  during  the  fiscal  year  just 
closed,  the  following  lands;  and  I  offered  the  same  for  sale  at 
the  following  times  and  places: 

At  Great  Falls,  Cascade  county,  Montana,  on  October  9th.  1895,  lands  appraised  during 

the  year ...   22,260  acres 

At  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Meagher  county,  Montana,  on  November  29lh,  1895,  lands 

appraised  during  the  year 94,470  acres 

Total SllfiJ^O  acres 
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SALES. 

The  following'  lands  boloiiiiiiiiLi"  1'>  the  following'  fiiiuls  wcro 
sold  dui'iiij;-  the  unexpired  ])07-1i()n  of  the  ])asl  fiscal  year,  for 
the  amounts  given: 

Belonging  to  the  School  fund,  sold  in  ninch  parcels;  fi40  acres  at  a  total  of $       T/^tH)  <K) 

Belonging  to  the  School  fund,  lots  in  Missoula  School  Addition;  four  lots  at  a  total  of  4(J<i  (j() 


Total 3«7,600  00 


LEASES. 

The  following  leases  of  lauds  belonging  to  the  different 
funds  were  issued  by  me  during  my  unexpired  jioi-tion  of  the 
past  fiscal  year;  aggregating  in  number  of  acres  and  rent:als 
as  follows: 

Leases.  Acres.  Rentals. 

University  fund 4  leases  96()  acres  Total  Rental  SIM  ()() 

Public  Building  fund 1    "  160    "                                      '•        "  104  00 

Normal  School  fund 2    ••  320    "                                        "        "  232  00 

Schoolfund 51    "  24,871    "                                       "        "  2,88«  50 

Total 58  26,311  $3,386  50 

An  average  rental  price  of  12  and  8-10  cents,  fg.lSS)  per  acre. 


PERMfTS. 

The  following  number  of  permits  to  fence  and  oecui)y  State 
lands  from  year  to  year  till  appraised;  aggregating  in  num- 
ber, acres  and  rentals  as  follows,  were  issued  by  me  during  my 
unexpired  portion  of  the  fiscal  3'ear  just  closed: 

School  fund,  income;  No.  of  permits,  70;  Acres,  23,440;  Annual  rentals $2,777  00 

Average  rental  per  acre,  11  4-10  cents,  ($.114) 
Total  number  of  leases  and  permits  issued  during  portion  of  fiscal  year  just  closed,  from 

March  25th,  1895,  to  November  30th,  1895 128 

Total  number  of  acres  of  land  covered  by  above  leases  and  permits 49,750  00 

Total  rentals  due  annually  from  above  leases  and  permits $6,163  50 

Average  rate  of  rental  of  all  lands  leased,  12  and  4-10  ($.124)  per  acre. 
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APPrvOVED  SELECTIOXS. 

The  followiug  approved  selections  have  been  received  by 
this  office  from  the  General  Land  Office  at  Washington  during 
the  past  year: 

Acres. 

Agricultural  College  List  No.  3,  Missoula  District,  approved  March  16,  1895 23,308.02 

March  23d,  1S95,  List  No.  1,  Missoula  District 10.987.32 

Total _. 34.295.34 

Reform  School  List  No.  4,  Missoula  District,  approved  March  23d,  1895 4,528.35 

Normal  School  List  No.  4,  Missoula  District,  approved  March  16th.  1895 23,190.07 

School  of  Mines,  List  No.  4,  Missoula  District,  approved  March  23,  1895 22.206.93 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum.  List  No.  3,  Missoula  District,  approved  March  23d,  1895 13,940.96 

Public  Buildings,  List  No.  3,  Helena  District,  approved  March  16th,  1895 13,886.44 

Total 112,0.58.09 


STATUS  AKD  SUMMAPtY  OF  SELECTIONS  FOR  STATE 

INSTITUTIONS. 


PUBLIC  BUILDl^^GS  LIST. 

Acres. 

Total  grant  to  Public  Buildings 182,(XX).00 

Total  number  of  acres  selected  to  date 100,733.34 

Balance  to  be  selected 81,266.76 

Total  number  of  acres  approved  and  patented 36,165.00 

Selections  waiting  approval  at  General  Land  Office  at  Washington 64,568.24 

100,733.24 

AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE. 

Acres. 

Total  grant  to  Agricultural  College 140,000.00 

Total  number  of  acres  selected 76,007.96 

Balance  to  be  selected 63,992.04 

Total  number  of  acres  approved  and  patented 55,164.41 

Selections  waiting  approval  at  the  General  Land  Office  at  Washington 20,843.55 

76,007.96 

SCHOOL  OF  MINES. 

Acres. 

Total  grant  to  School  of  Mines 100,000.00 

Total  selections  made 55.592. Si 

Selections  yet  to  be  made 44,407.19 

Total  number  of  acres  approved  and  patented 48,337. 11 

Selections  waiting  approval  at  the  General  Land  Office  at  Washington 7,255.70 

55,592.81 
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NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

Acres. 

Total  grant  to  State  Normal  School 1(JO,(K)0.00 

Total  selections  made  to  date ryj,ie6.02 

Balance  to  be  selected 41,833.98 

Selections  approved  and  patented  to  State 45,575 . .W 

Seleciioiis  waiting  approval  at  General  Land  Office  at  Washington 12,590.4(3 

59,ltJ6.(« 

r>EAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

Acres. 

Total  grant  to  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum ,50,000.00 

Total  number  of  acres  selected 31,120.89 

Balance  to  be  selected 18,879.11 

Selections  approved  and  patented  to  State 22,342.34 

Seiections  waiting  approval  at  General  Land  Office  at  Washington 8,778.55 

31,120.89 

STATE  REFORM  SCHOOL. 

Acres. 

Total  grant  to  State  Reform  School ; 50,000.00 

Total  number  of  acres  selected 30,935.01 

Balance  to  be  selected 19,064.99 

Selections  approved  and  patented  to  State 27,769.06 

Selections  waiting  approval  at  General  Land  Office  at  Washington 3,165.05 

30,934.01 

STATE  UNIVERSITY. 

Acres. 

Total  grant  to  State  University 46,080.00 

All  selected  and  all  patented  to  the  State. 

It  will  be  observed  that  a  great  many  selections  are  waiting 
aj)proval  at  the  General  Land  Office  at  Washington;  some 
of  them  having  been  there  for  two  or  three  years.  I  believe 
the  delay  in  receiving  patents  results  in  most  cases  from  con- 
tests on  the  part  of  settlers  claiming  priority  right  to  file  on 
certain  pieces  of  land  embraced  in  the  different  lists  of  selec- 
tions. A  single  contest  over  a  piece  of  land,  however  small, 
usually  results  in  tying  up  the  whole  list  in  whicli  it  is  em- 
braced unless  relinquished  by  either  the  State  or  the  settler. 
Where  contest  filings  appear  to  have  been  made  in  good  faith 
on  the  part  of  settlers  I  would  recommend  tlie  relinquishment 
by  the  State  of  such  contested  parcels,  and  the  immediate 
selection  of  lands  in  lieu  thereof;  to  the  end  that  the  balance 
of  the  selection  may  be  patented  to  the  State  and  placed  on 
the  market  for  sale  and  lease  without  delay. 
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I  would  also  recommend  that  the  unappraised  lands  belong- 
in  u-  to  the  State  be  appraised  as  rapidly  as  possible,  Avherever 
surveyed,  and  that  the  State  Land  Agent  be  oiven  additional 
assistance  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  work  more  rapidly. 
If  tlie  State  lands  were  appraised  it  Avould  enable  the  State  to 
throw  open  a  very  large  acreage  for  sale  and  lease,  and  serve 
to  increase  the  revenues  of  the  State  vei*y  largely.  Under 
present  conditions  there  are  no  doubt  hundreds  of  trespassers 
who  are  occupying  State  lands  without  paying  rent  therefor, 
and  whom  it  is  impossible  to  locate.  A  large  number  of  rent- 
ers would  also  gladly  take  leases  to  the  lands  if  they  were  per- 
mitted to  enter  into  a  five  year  contract  with  the  State.  I 
would  advise  the  appraisement  of  Jefferson,  Madison,  Beaver- 
hea<l,  Missoula,  Flathead  and  Deer  Lodge  counties  in  the  order 
named;  for  the  reason  that  these  counties  give  promise  of  the 
largest  number  of  renters.  In  the  three  last  mentioned  coun- 
ties the  State  owns  a  large  quantity  of  valuable  timber.  On 
the  school  sections  the  status  of  this  timber  is  almost  entirely 
unknown  to  the  State,  and  it  should  be  appraised  and  surveyed 
at  once  that  the  State  may  more  intelligently  and  effectually 
protect  it  against  depredation  and  loss. 


PEKMTTS  TO  CUT  TIMBEE. 

In  response  to  requests  of  parties  desiring  to  purchase  tim 
ber  growing  on  State  lands  the  State  Board  of  Land  Commis- 
sioners on  October  5tli,  1805,  caused  to  be  advertised  for  sale 
at  public  auction  to  the  highest  bidder,  on  the  4th  day  of  Nov- 
ember, 1895,  at  their  office  in  Helena  the  saw  timber  growing 
and  standing  on  sections  30  and  32,  Tp.  1()  X.  Ilg.  14  W.;  sec- 
tions IG  and  3G,  Tp.  15  N.  Kg.  14  W.;  section  Hi,  Tp.  14  N.  Eg. 
14  Vv.;  sections  16  and  3(1,  Tp.  14  N.  Eg.  16  W.  and  section  36, 
Tp.  14  N.  Eg.  17  W.  Part  of  this  land  is  in  Deer  Lodge  county 
and  part  in  Missoula  county;  the  county  line  betAveen  these 
counties  being  in  the  neighborhood  of  range  14  Avest. 

On  the  same  date;  October  5th,  1895;  the  Board  instructed 
the  State  Land  Agent  to  proceed  at  once  to  appraise  and  esti- 
mate the  timber  growing  or  standing  on  the  lands  embraced 
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in  this  advertised  list  and  to  report  to  the  Board  as  to  the 
amount,  (iiiality,  and  value  of  said  tinilx-i-.  On  \o\<'iiiher  1st, 
1895,  the  State  Land  A^cnt  made  an  exhaustive  rrpoit  to  tlie 
Board;  a  summarv  of  wliicli  rcjtort  is  as  follows: 

'"Xumber  of  acres  o\\  iinl  by  ilie  State  in  ea<li  of  ilic  fore- 
going sections  and  the  value  <»f  tlie  marketable  timber  ;j;ro\v- 
inu'  thereon; 


Sec.  30,  T.  Ifi  N.  R.  14  W. 
Sec.  32,  T.  16  N.  R.  14  W. 
Sec.  Iti,  T.  14  N.  R.  15  W. 
Sec.  36,  T.  14  N.  R.  15  W. 
Sec.  36,  T.  15  N.  R.  14  W. 
Sec.  16  T.  15  M.  R.  14  W. 
Sec.  16,  T.  14  N.  R.  14  W. 
Sec.  16,  T.  14  N.  R.  16  W. 
Sec.  36,  T.  14  N.  R.  16  W. 
Sec.  36.  T.  14  N    R.  17  W. 


3RES. 

NO.  OP  FT. 

373 

3,150,000 

280 

2,260,000 

640 

4,700,000 

560 

1,650,000 

640 

1.300,000 

640 

3,050,000 

640 

2,400,000 

640 

2,000,000 

640 

4,700,000 

640 

5,100,000 

VALUE. 

§1.25 
1.25 
1.25 
1.30 
1.25 
1.25 
1..50 
1.15 
1  15 
l..-)0 


TOTAL  VALUE. 
$3,875.00 
2.812.50 
5,S75.0O 
2,145.00 
1,625.00 
3,810.00 
3,600.00 
2,300.00 
5,405.00 
7,.550.00 


5,653 


30,300,000 


Average  number  of  feet  per  acre,  ae  per  above  estimate 

•'       valae  per  acre  of  timber  on  above  as  per  estimate. 


839,097.50 

5,271 
S  6.87 


The  above  report  ^^  as  accepted  and  hied  as  matter  of  record 
in  the  State  Land  Oflice. 

On  November  4th,  1895,  the  board  offered  for  sale  the  saw 
timber  on  the  above  described  lands,  as  per  advertisement. 
Thos.  (\  Marshall,  of  :Missonla,  offered  one  dollar  and  fifteen 
cents  1^11.15)  per  thousand  feet  for  the  entire  lot;  which  offer 
was  rejected;  the  board  holdin"-  that  they  would  not  sell  anv 
of  the  timber  for  a  less  price  than  that  fixed  on  it  by  the  State 
Land  Agent.  C.  L.  Oriswold,  of  ^lissonla,  then  bid  one  d(dlar 
and  twenty-five  cents  ($L25)  per  thousand  feet  for  the  timber 
standing  on  sections  30  and  32,  township  16  X.  range  14  W. 
That  being  the  price  fixed  on  it  by  the  State  Land  Agent,  and 
there  being  no  further  bids,  the  offer  of  Mr.  (xriswold  was  ac- 
cepted. These  two  fractional  sections  belong  to  the  State  Ke- 
form  School,  and  include  053  acres. 

By  the  conditions  of  the  permit  issned  to  said  C.  L.  (Iriswold 
on  November  29th,  1895,  IMr.  Griswold  bound  himself  to  cut  all 
the  pine,  tamarack,  and  fir  standing  on  these  lands  and  ineas 
uring  not  less  than  twelve  inches  in  diameter  at  the  stump. 
The  bond  further  stipulated  that  all  logs  cut  on  said  lands 
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sliall  be  banked  and  skidded  in  such  manner  as  to  enable  the 
State,  or  its  agent,  to  scale  the  same  conveniently.  It  is  fur- 
ther stipulated  that  all  logs  cut  shall  be  marked  as  follows: 
The  logs  cut  iii)on  section  30  shall  be  marked  with  a  clear  cut 
notch,  through  the  bark,  at  a  distance  of  one  foot  from  the 
butt  end  of  the  log;  and  that  all  logs  cut  on  section  32  shall  be 
marked  with  two  clear  cut  notches  a  foot  from  the  butt  end  of 
the  log.  It  is  farther  stipulated  that  Mr.  Griswold  shall  have 
till  May.  1897,  in  which  to  comxdete  the  contract;  but  that 
the  timber  shall  be  paid  for  in  full  as  fast  as  scaled  by  the 
State. 

On  November  19th,  1895,  Tlios.  (\  Marsliall  again  appeared 
bi'fore  the  Board  and  in  behalf  of  the  Big  Black  Foot  Milling 
Company  ofPered  to  purchase  all  tlie  saw  timber  standing  on 
section  16  and  the  W.  J  and  N.  E.  ^  of  36,  Tp.  14  N.  Bg.  15  V\.; 
all  sections  16  and  36,  Tp.  15  X.  Bg.  14  W.  the  N.  |,  the  S.  E.  }, 
the  W.  I  and  S.  E.  ^  of  section  16  (600  acres);  all  section  16  and 
36,  Tp.  14  N.  Kg.  16  W.  and  all  section  36,  Tp.  14  X.  Bg.  17  W.; 
the  same  being  the  sections  offered  on  the  4th  of  X'ovember, 
with  the  exception  of  sections  30  and  32,  sold  to  C.  L.  Griswold. 

Mr.  Marshall  offered  to  pay  for  this  entire  lot  the  sum  of 
one  dollar  and  twenty-eight  and  one-half  cents  (|1.28.5)  per 
thousand  feet.  There  being  no  further  offers,  and  this  being 
the  average  appraised  price  of  the  entire  lot,  Mr.  Marshall's 
offer  was  accepted;  contract  and  bond  to  be  such  as  are  pro- 
vided for  in  Article  ITT,  Title  VIII,  Bart  III  of  the  Bolitical 
Code. 

On  October  28th,  1895,  the  Board  ordered  the  advertisement 
of  tlie  sale  of  timber  standing  on  section  36,  Tp.  11  X'.  Bg.  20 
W. ;  said  sale  to  be  held  on  Xovember  27th,  1895.  Thereafter 
in  accordance  with  instructions  of  the  Board,  the  State  Land 
Agent  ajipraised  the  timber  standing  on  this  section  and  esti- 
mated tlu'  same  at  8,000,000,  and  fixed  the  valuation  thereof 
at  One  dollar  and  forty  cents  (|1.40)  per  thousand  feet. 

At  the  sale  on  X'ovember  27th,  1895,  Wm.  McKeen  appeared 
before  the  Board  and  ofl'ered  fl.40  per  thousand  for  said  tim- 
ber. The  same  being  the  appraised  price,  and  there  being  no 
other  bids  the  offer  of  Mr.  McKeen  was  accepted. 

This  makes  a  total  of  thirty-three  million  three  hundred 


REGISTER    OF    STATE    LANDS.  I '^ 


O 


thousand  (33,300,000)  feet  sold  by  the  State  durin^^  the  past 
year,  as  per  estimate  of  the  State  Land  A<>ent;  thon^i^h  the 
actual  scale  to  be  made  hereafter  bv  the  State  inav  varv  some 
from  the  above.  The  avera«»e  price  for  the  entire  lot  would  be 
in  the  neighborhood  of  one  doUai-  ami  thirt.v  conts  i»er  thou- 
sand feet,  and  will  perha])s  a^i^rejiate  iH'ail.v  t'oity-foiir  thou- 
sand dollars  (|44,0()(),00). 

In  the  preparation  of  this  rcjjori  1  have  iricd  to  eliminate  iiu- 
necessary  details  and  present  onl}'  sucli  information  and  rec 
ommendations  as  appear  to  me  to  be  of  value.     Any  additional 
information  required  will  be  cheerfully  giyen. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 
S.  A.  SWIGGETT, 

Kegister  State  Land  Office. 
HATJKY  CANNON,  Clerk. 
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State  of  .Montana, 
Office  of  Register  of  State  Lands. 

Helena,  Montana,  Derember  1st,  ISOH. 
To  His  Ex'cellencv,  JOHN  E.  KICKATJDS, 

Governor  of  Montana. 

Sir:  In  acordanee  with  the  provisions  of  Section  3r»n2  of  the 
Political  Code  I  have  the  lienor  to  snbmit  herewith  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  business  transacted  by  the  State  Lan<l  Office 
durino-  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  80th,  1896. 

In  the  State  Lands  of  Montana  our  educational  aii<l  other 
public  institutions  of  the  state  possess  a  heritage  of  grand 
proportions.  Sections  16  and  36  of  each  township,  which  be- 
longs to  the  school  fund,  when  all  surveved  will  aguregate 
about  8,120  sections  or  in  round  numbers  about  5,197,000  acres. 
Added  to  this,  Congress  bj'  different  grants  has  berfueathed  to 
the  different  State  institutions  as  follows: 

Acres. 

Public  Buildings  (State  Capitol  Building  Fund) 182.000 

Agricultural  College 140,000 

School  of  Mines 100,000 

State  Normal  School 100,000 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum 50,'  00 

State  Reform  School 50,000 

State  University 46,080 

Total 6(58.080 

About  sixty  per  cent  of  the  above  grants  have  been  selected. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  State  lands  alone  of  Montana. 
if  in  a  compact  body,  would  make  an  area  of  about  9,160  square 
miles,  or  more  than  the  combined  area  of  Connecticut,  Dela- 
ware, Khode  Island  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  no  other 
State  of  the  Union  has  the  great  cause  of  free  public  educa- 
tion been  more  magnificently  provided  for;  and  the  imi)oi«tanc^' 
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of  the  trust  coiifid(^d  to  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  care  for  these 
great  iuterests  cannot  be  over-estimated. 

The  minimum  price  at  which  these  lands  can  be  sold  is  ten 
dollars  per  acre,  and  the  principal  of  the  funds  arisino-  from 
the  sale  of  sections  16  and  36  must  ever  remain  a  permanent 
fund  in  trust  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools  of  the  State. 

Of  the  9,160  sections  that  will  ultimately  be  known  as  State 
lands  something  over  3,000  sections  have  already  been  sur- 
veyed, and  with  these  only  the  State  can  as  yet  deal.  About 
580  of  these  surveyed  sections  of  State  lands  have  already 
been  appraised  and  advertised  for  sale  and  lease.  These  com- 
prise lands  in  the  counties  of  Missoula,  Gallatin,  Lewis  and 
Clarke  Meagher,  Jefferson,  Eavalli,  Cascade  and  Flathead. 
The  State  Land  Agent  has  just  completed  the  appraisement 
of  State  lands  in  Madison  county  and  part  of  Beaverhead 
county,  but  has  not  yet  reported  to  this  office. 

STATUS  OF  THE  GRANTS  TO  THE  DIFFERENT  STATE 

INSTITUTIONS. 

PUBLIC  EL'ILDINGS. 

Acres. 

Total  grant  to  Public  Buildings  (State  Capitol  Building  Fund) 182,030.00 

Total  selections  made  to  date 107,773.14 


Balance  of  selections  vet  to  be  made 74.^26. 70 

Selections  approved  and  patented  to  the  State 75,231.52 

Selections  waiting  approval  at  Washington 25,501.62 


100,733.14 

Total  number  of  acres  appraised  and  ready  for  sale  and  lease 8,040.00 

Total  appraised  value .$91,040  00 

Average  appraised  price  per  acre 11.32 

The  above  valuation  is  excessive;  part  of  one  section  of  the 
old  Ft.  Ellis  Reservation,  near  the  city  of  Bozeman,  being  ap- 
praised at  175.00  per  acre,  which  appraisement  the  State  Land 
Agent  reports  as  being  far  too  high.  This  section  is  perhaps 
not  worth  to  exceed  |35.00  per  acre  and  should  be  re-appraised 
as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  is  impossible  to  rent  it  for  five  per  cent 
of  the  appraised  price  as  required  hj  law. 

Of  the  above  approved  selections  39,000  acres  have  been  ap- 
proved and  patented  to  the  State  during  the  present  yeai',  and 
are  located  mostly  in  Missoula  and  Flathead  counties.     From 


REGISTER    OF    STATE    LANDS. 


19 


their  location  they  are  undoubtedly  very  valuable  selections. 
None  of  the  grants  to  the  other  State  institutions  include  so 
large  a  bodv  of  lauds  in  such  desirable  localities.  Tlic  r^C.dOo 
patented  to  the  State  in  the  name  of  this  fund  previous  to  1  his 
year  are  not  so  favorably  located,  with  the  i-xccption  of  the 
(Section  of  the  old  Ft  .  Ellis  Reservation  and  one  or  two  other 
sections. 

AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE. 

Acres. 

Total  grant  lo  the  Agricultural  College 140,0(10. (X) 

Total  selections  made  to  date ' Tti,»X)7.Ut) 

Selections  yet  to  be  made 63,992.04 

Selections  patented  to  the  State ((0,094.04 

Selections  waiting  approval  at  Washington 15.913. '.••J 

76,007.96 

Of  the  Agricultural  College  selections  5,680  acres  in  Jeffer- 
son County  have  been  appraised  this  summer  at  an  average 
valuation  of  about  |1.2(>  per  acre.  A  great  many  more  selec- 
tions belonging  to  this  fund  and  located  in  Madison  and  Bea- 
verhead counties  have  been  appraised  by  the  State  Land  Agent 
during  the  past  few  months,  but  as  Mr.  Page  has  not  yet  re- 
ported upon  them  I  cannot  give  their  value.  The  selections 
located  in  Madison  and  Beaverhead  counties  will  not,  how- 
ever, average  more  than  .|2.25  per  acre.  A  good  many  other 
selections  belonging  to  this  fund  are  located  in  Deer  Lodge, 
Missoula,  and  Flathead  counties  and  are  undoubtedly  valu- 
able lands. 

SCHOOL  OF  MINES. 

Acres. 

Total  grant  to  the  School  of  Mines 100,000.00 

Total  number  of  acres  selected 55.592.91 

Balance  yet  to  be  selected 44,407.19 

Selections  patented  to  the  State 49,126.26 

Selections  waiting  approval  at  Washington 6.466. o^j 

55,592.81 

Total  number  of  acres  appraised 1,280.00 

Total  appraised  Viilue  of  same §43,200  00 

Average  appraised  va'ue  per  acre 33.76 

The  approved  selections  belonging  to  the  School  of  Mines 
are  about  equally  divided  between  Madison  and  Fhithead 
counties  and  their  value  may  be  estimated  accordingly.  The 
Madison  county  selections  are  appraised  but  not  reported  on. 
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They  will  perhaps  average  about  |2.00  per  acre.  The  Flat- 
head county  selections  to  this  fund  ouoht  to  appraise  at  from 
flO.OO  to  $12.00  per  acre;  however  this  is  only  an  estimate 
based  on  appraisements  already  made  in  these  localities.  The 
1,280  acres  appraised  includes  one  section  near  the  City  of 
Bozeman  appraised  at  |50.00  per  acre  but  the  State  Land 
Agent  reports  this  appraisement  far  too  high.  My  recom- 
mendations and  remarks  regarding  the  Public  Building  selec- 
tion taken  from  the  Old  Ft.  Ellis  reservation  will  here  apply. 

STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

Acres. 

Total  grant  to  State  Noimal  School 100,000.00 

Total  selections  made  to  date 58,166. 0'-i 

Balance  to  be  selected 41,i^33.'.)8 

Selections  patented  to  the  State 46,575.58 

Selections  waiting  approval  at  Washington 11,590.44 

58,166.02 

Total  number  of  acres  appraised 2,540.00 

Total  appraised  value $46,880.00 

Average  appraised  value  per  acre 18.43 

This  appraised  portion  also  includes  a  section  of  the  Ft.  Ellis 
reservation,  appraised  at  |30.00;  undoubtedly  much  too  high. 

The  bulk  of  the  approved  selections  certified  to  this  fund 
are  located  in  Madison  and  Flathead  counties,  and  the  remarks 
above  made  in  regard  to  the  selections  belonging  to  the  School 
of  Mines  are  applicable  to  this  gTant. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

Acres. 

Total  grant  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum 50,000.00 

Total  number  of  acres  selected 31,120  00 

Balance  to  be  selected 18,880.00 

Selections  patented  to  the  State 23,862.00 

Selections  waiting  approval  at  Washington 7,258.00 

31,120.00 

Total  number  of  acres  appraised 3,048.00 

Total  value  of  appraised  selections $31,870  00 

Average  appraised  price  per  acre 10  46 

These  appraised  selections  also  contain  320  acres  of  the  Ft. 
Ellis  reservation  appraised  at  $75.00  per  acre. 

About  14,000  acres  of  the  approved  selections  certified  to 
this  fund  are  in  the  north  part  of  Missoula  County  and  in  Flat- 
head county,  and  should  appraise  at  from  -flO.OO  to  |12.00  per 
acre.     About  7,000  acres  are  in  Madison,  Beaverhead  and  Jef- 
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fci'soii  counties  and  ^^  ill  porlmps  not  appraise  at  more  than 
12.00  per  acre. 

STATE  REFORM  SCHOOL. 

Acres. 

Totiil  grant  to  State  Reform  School r.O,000.(K) 

Total  selections  made  to  date 3(».'.t35.()l 

Balance  to  be  selected 19,064.i*9 

Selections  patented  to  State d7,769.!ifi 

Selections  waiting  approval  at  Washington 3,165.05 

30,934.01 

Of  the  above  approved  selections  3,800  acres  have  been  ap- 
praised. 1,800  acres  in  Madison  connty  were  appraised  in 
1894  at  abont  |3.00  per  acre  and  900  acres  of  this  lot  were  sold 
to  A.  J.  Davis,  et  al,  on  December  24th,  1894,  at  f  10.00  i>er 
acre.  640  acres  of  the  okl  Ft.  Ellis  reservation  are  included  in 
this  appraised  portion;  being-  appraised  at  |35.00  per  acre. 
920  acres  in  Jefferson  county  were  appraised  this  year  at  $1.00 
per  acre. 

The  balance  of  the  approved  selections  are  located  in  Madi- 
son, Beaverhead,  Deer  Lodge  and  Flathead  counties. 

STATE  UNIVERSITY. 

Acres. 

Total  grant  to  State  University 46,080.00 

All  selected  and  all  patented  to  the  State. 

Total  number  of  acres  appraised l".i,080.00 

Total  valuation  of  appraised  portion 127,n70  40 

Average  val  uation  per  acre $10  ^^ 

The  selections  belonging  to  this  grant  are  scattered  over 
the  State,  and  perhaps  vary  as  widely  in  valuation  as  the 
lands  belonging  to  anv  other  fund. 

The  small  portion  of  the  grants  to  the  several  State  insti 
tutions  which  has  been  appraised  does  not  furnish  an  intelli- 
gent indication  of  what  the  different  grants  Avill  appraise;  as 
in  some  cases  a  few  sections  only  have  been  appraised  for  some 
certain  purpose. 


APPROVED  SELECTIONS  EECEIVED. 

The  following  selections   approved  by  the  General    Lantl 
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Office  at  Washington  have  been  received  by  this  office  during 
the  past  year. 

Acres. 
Scliool  of  Mines  List  No-  5,  Helena  District,  approved  June  12tli,  1896 789.15 

Normal  School  List  No.  5,  Missoula  District,  approved  -June  12th,  1896 l,noo.02 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  List  No.  4,  Helena  District,  approved  June  12th,  1896 1,530 .00 

Agricultural  College  List  No.  4,  Helena  District,  approved  June  12th.  1896 1,320.00 

Agricultural  College  Last  No  2,  Missoula  District,  approved  June  12th,  1896..  ..      3,609.63 

4,929.63 

Public  Buildings  List  No.  4,  Missoula  District,  approved  June  19th,  1896 39,066.62 

Total 47,305.42 

Quite  a  large  body  of  selections  still  wait  approval  at  the 
General  Land  Office,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  status, 
but  by  making  a  few  minor  relinquishments  I  think  most 
(if  tlicm  will  be  patented  to  the  State  in  the  near  future. 

APPRAISEMENTS  AND  SALES. 

The  State  Land  Agent  appraised  the  following  lauds  during 
the  fiscal  year  just  closed,  and  I  offered  the  same  for  sale  at 
public  auction  at  the  following  time  and  place: 

At  Boulder,  Montana,  on  July  27th,  189G,  Jefferson  county 
lauds,  51,000  acres. 

As  before  stated,  the  State  Land  Agent  has  appraised  all 
(^f  Madison  county  and  part  of  Beaverhead  county,  during  the 
past  season,  but  has  not  yet  reported  to  this  office. 

SALES. 

The  following  lands  belonging  to  the  School  fund  were  sold 
by  me  during  the  past  year: 

One  lot  in  Missoula  School  Addition $106  49 

160  acres  in  Ravalli  County 1,600  LO 

$1,706  49 

LEASES. 

The  following  leases  of  lands  belonging  to  the  different  funds 
were  issued  by  me  during  the  fiscal  year  just  closed;  aggre- 
uating  in  number  of  acres  and  rentals  as  follows: 

Leases.                              Acre.-^.  Renials 

Capitol  Building  fund  2  leases                            360  acres  To  al  Refital    $6-  00 

Univer.-ity  fund 6    "  2.720    "  '•        "            268  00 

Schoolfnnd 61     "  30,360    "  '^        "          4,. 572  75 

Total 69  33.440  §4,902  75 

An  average  price  of  14  and  6-10  cents.  8-1^6)  per  acre. 
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PERMITS. 

Tlio  followinj^  number  of  annual  permits  to  fence  and  oc- 
cupy unappraised  State  Lands  from  year  to  year  were  issued 
by  me  during  the  past  year;  agoreoating-  in  iininbci  of  acres 
;nid  rentals  as  follows: 

School  fund,  income; No.  of  permits,  134;  Acres,  01,000;   Total  rentals..  $4,383  Go 

An  average  price  of  7  18-100  cents,  f.«;.0T18)  per  acre. 
Total  number  of  leases  and  permits  issued  by  this  office  during  the  fiscal  year  just  closed.  ..  .        2<j:j 
Total  number  of  acres  covered  by  above  leases  and  permits  issued  by  this  office  daring  the 

fiscal  year  just  closed 94,110 

Total  rentals  due  annually  from    leases  and  permits  issued  by  this  office  during  the 

fiscal  year  just  closed §9,345  75 

An  average  price  per  acre  of  9  and  810  cts.  per  acre  (8.098.) 

Nearly  all  the  permits  issued  cover  lands  in  counties  in  the 
northern  and  eastern  part  of  the  State,  which  may  not  be  ap- 
praised for  several  years.  They  are  lands,  most  of  which,  have 
been  occupiedandusedheretoforewithoutanyretuin  of  rent  to 
the  State.  As  stated  in  my  last  annual  repoi-t,  I  have  put  forth 
every  effort  to  learn  of  pai'ties  occupying  these  lands  without 
permit  and  to  compel  them  to  take  annual  permits  and  pay 
rent.  The  rent,  as  in  the  case  of  leases,  is  based  on  five  per 
cent  of  the  estimated  valuation,  and  I  have  made  it  a  rule  of 
the  oflflce  to  estimate  the  minimum  valuation  of  grazing  lands 
at  .$1.25  per  acre;  that  being  the  Government  rate.  Most  of 
the  permits  cover  an  entire  section  and  five  per  cent  of  the 
above  estimated  valuation  makes  the  minimum  rental  for  a 
section  |40.00. 

The  very  large  number  of  permits  issued  by  this  office  dur- 
ing the  past  year  emphasizes  the  necessity  of  pushing  the  work 
of  appraisement  as  rapidly  as|  possible;  and  I  would  again  res- 
pectfully suggest  that  the  State  Land  Agent  be  given  addi- 
itonal  assistance  in  the  work.  By  exercising  the  utmost  dili- 
gence during  the  portion  of  the  year  when  field  work  is  poss- 
ible the  appraisement  of  the  State  Lands  already  surveyed 
would  occupy  the  State  Land  Agent  alone  from  five  to  six 
years;  while  in  the  meantime  the  State  would  lose  a  large 
amount  annually  in  rentals. 

I  would  respectfully  advise  the  appraisement  of  Beaverhead, 
Missoula,  Deer  Lodge  and  Flathead  Counties  in  the  order 
named.  The  State  lands  in  the  three  last  mentioned  counties 
particularly  should  be  appraised  as  soon  as  possible,  that  the 
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status  of  the  timber  growiug  thereon  may  be  known  to  the 
State  and  the  better  protected. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  appraised  University  selections 
in  Flathead  county;  aggregating  sixteen  or  eighteen  sections, 
and  also  a  number  of  sections  in  Gallatiu  county,  be  re-ap- 
praised as  soon  as  possible.  The  appraisement  in  most  cases 
was  made  by  local  appraisers  who  seem  to  have  had  a  real  es- 
tate agents  conception  of  local  values.  It  is  true,  however, 
that  at  the  time  when  these  appraisements  were  made  prices 
for  all  kinds  of  products  were  much  higher  and  conditions  for 
ranching  much  more  valuable.  The  appraisement  is  so  high 
that  the  minimum  rental  of  5  per  cent  of  the  appraised  value 
per  annum  leaves  no  profit  to  the  rancher  after  i)aying  the  rent. 
The  same  conditions  apply  to  some  of  the  State  lands  in  Gal- 
latin county.  These  lands  will  mostly  all  revert  to  the  State 
during  the  coming  year,  by  reason  of  the  expiration  of  five 
year  leases  issued  in  1892,  and  unless  the  rent  can  be  reduced 
the  State  will  have  difficulty  in  renewing  some  of  the  leases. 

There  are  also  several  sections  of  State  lands  near  the  cities 
of  Great  Falls  and  Bozeman  that  appear  to  have  been  apprais- 
ed at  a  ridiculously  high  figure;  among  them  being  the  old  Ft. 
Ellis  reservation  near  Bozeman,  i)art  of  which  is  apjjraised  at 
175.00  per  acre.  A  part  of  two  sections  of  University  lands 
near  the  cit}^  of  Great  Falls  is  also  appraised  at  |75.00  per 
acre,  though  only  available  at  the.  present  time  for  grazing 
purposes;  and  the  five  per  cent  rate  of  the  appraisement  pre- 
cludes the  possibility  of  renting  them  for  anj'  purjDose. 

COLLECTIONS. 

The  collection  ofrents  due  on  lands  has  beenverv  satisfactorv 
during  the  past  year,  with  the  exception  of  rents  on  a  few 
leases  of  University  lands  in  Flathead  county  and  two  or  three 
leases  in  Gallatin  county,  and  I  have  hope  that  the  State  will 
vet  realize  on  most  of  these  cases. 

The  lessees  of  State  lands  in  Flathead  county  seem  to  have 
been  particularly  unfortunate.  In  the  first  place  the  market 
price  of  all  farm  produce  has  continued  to  depreciate  in  value 
from  year  to  year.  Then  to  make  matters  Avorse,  several  crops 
have  been  partly  destroyed  by  drouths  and  early  frost. 
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Many  of  these  lessees,  also,  entered  into  tlic-sc  leases  in  the 
sprinii-  nnfl  early  snninier  of  the  year  is;i2,  and  did  not  liavc  an 
opportunity  to  plow,  seed  and  reap  a  crop  from  the  land  diirinj; 
the  first  year.  These  leases  will  all  expire  in  tho  sprin«:  ;iiid 
early  summer  of  1897,  and  under  the  coiitract  tlics.-  lessees 
will  have  had  but  four  crops,  thou<ili  holdcii  foi-  fi\c  pavments 
of  rent,  lieeognizino-  this,  the  State  Board  of  Land  Com- 
missioners at  a  meeting-  held  October  (Jth,  181)6,  extended  tin- 
term  of  lease  of  all  lessees  who  took  leases  in  the  sorin<'-  or 
sunnuer  of  1892  and  were  unable  to  \n\\  in  a  croj)  during  the 
first  year,  to  su(  h  time  in  the  fall  of  1897  as  will  permit  them 
to  harvest  a  fifth  crop.  These  concessions,  howevc-r,  are  only 
to  api)ly  to  lessees  who  have  paid  \\\)  all  rents  and  are  not  in 
arrears  to  the  State. 

Many  of  these  lessees  own  valuable  improvements  on  the 
lands,  and  it  ^^  ill  work  a  great  hardship  on  them  if  the  rents 
in  the  future  are  not  suthcientlv  reduced  to  enable  them  to 
renew  their  leases. 

PERMITS  TO  CUT  TIMBEK. 

On  March  19th,  1896,  Mr.  William  McKeen  completed  com- 
pliance with  the  conditions  of  the  permit  granted  him  on  De- 
cember 10th,  1895,  to  cut  the  timber  sold  him  on  November 
27th,  1895;  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  report.  The  total 
scale  of  the  timber  amounted  to  3,216,994  feet,  or  21(;,994  feet 
more  than  the  estimate  of  the  State  Land  Agent.  Mr.  McKeen 
paid  one  dollar  and  forty  cents  (|1.40)  per  thousand  feet  for 
this  timber,  or  a  total  of  |4,503.74.  The  State  Board  of  Land 
Commissioners  employed  W.  H.  Smead,  of  Missoula,  to  scale 
the  logs  and  allowed  him  eight  cents  per  thousand.  His  bill 
amounted  to  -^257.35,  leaving  a  net  return  to  the  State  of  %^^- 
24«).39. 

This  money  did  not  pass  throngh  this  office,  but  by  instruc- 
tion of  the  Attorney  General  svas  remitted  to  the  State  Land 
Agent  and  by  him  turned  over  to  the  State  Treasurer.  This 
money,  therefore,  will  not  appear  in  my  re])ort  of  the  receipts 
of  this  office  for  the  last  fiscal  year;  nor  in  any  permanent  offi- 
cial record  of  this  office  other  than  the  record  of  the  meetings 
and  acts  of  the  State  Board  of  Land  Commissionei-s.       All 
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moneys  arisinp;-  from  the  sale  and  leasing  of  State  lands  pass 
tlirouo-h  this  office;  a  nniform  style  of  numbered  official  State 
Treasurer's  receipts  executed  in  duplicate  is  issued  therefor; 
the  original  i-eceipts  are  preserved  in  the  office  and  a  continu- 
ous record,  involving  at  least  four  entries  in  as  many  record 
books  is  then  made,  so  that  all  possibility  of  mistakes  or  future 
misunderstandings  as  to  the  receipt  or  disposal  of  moneys 
is  rendered  impossible. 

MONEYS  EECEIYED  DUEING  THE  YEAR. 

The  following  amounts  belonging  to  the  different  funds 
have  been  received  bv  me  during  the  fiscal  vear  ending  Novem- 
ber  30,  1806,  and  I  have  turned  the  same  over  to  the  State 
Treasurer: 

School  fund,  permanent g  8,015  18 

School  fund,  income 21,987  56 

University  fund,  income 5,645  43 

Capitol  Building  fund,  income 1,691  06 

School  of  Mines  fund,  income 30  00 

State  Normal  School  fund,  income 816  00 

$38,185  33 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  above  does  not  include  the  timber 
sales  above  mentioned  in  the  amount  of  |4,503,74,  nor  the  five 
per  cent  of  sale  of  government  lands  in  Montana  for  the  fiscal 
year,  remitted  by  the  V.  S.  Treasurer,  and  usually  included  in 
former  reports  of  this  dej)artment  as  part  of  the  receipts  of 
the  office.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  receipts  for  the  school  in- 
come fund,  which  arises  largely  from  the  leasing  of  lands, 
shows  an  increase  of  |8,782.24  over  1895  and  an  increase  of  |11,- 
551.08  over  1894. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1896,  I 
had  in  bank  in  the  form  of  moneys  accompanying  applications 
pending  and  partial  payments  the  sum  of  |1,564.33. 

The  first  apportionment  of  the  income  of  the  school  fund 
was  made  to  the  local  school  funds  of  the  different  counties 
of  the  State  in  January,  1896,  as  provided  for  in  section  1714 
of  the  Political  Code.  This  apportionment  amounted  to  fifty- 
one  thousand  twenty-seven  and  60-100  dollars  (|51,027.60)  and 
to  the  tax  payers  of  the  State  this  will  serve  as  an  encouraging 
indication  of  what  the  annual  apportionment  to  this  fund  will 
be  after  the  school  lands  are  all  surveyed  and  appraised  and  put 
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on  tlio  market  for  sale  and  lease.  It  will  certainly  lift  tho 
bnrden  of  school  snpport  from  the  tax  payers  in  a  large 
measure. 

In  conclusion  I  would  say  that  the  business  of  this  office 
promises  to  continue  to  increase  rapidly  for  years  to  come. 
The  number  of  annnal  permits  and  five  year  leases  has  more 
than  doubled  dnrino-  the  past  two  years,  while  the  acreage 
leased  has  doubled  twice  during  that  time.  Wlien  I  took 
charge  of  the  office  on  March  2r)th,  1895,  I  found,  as  stated  in 
my  first  annnal  report,  331  certificates,  leases  and  permits  on 
the  books  of  the  office.  These  certificates,  leases  and  permits 
covered  a  total  of  49,000  acres  of  land.  There  are  now  a  total 
of  671  certificates,  leases  and  permits  on  the  books  of  this  office 
and  they  cover  a  total  of  192,250  acres.  On  each  of  these,  pay- 
ments are  due  annually  and  it  requires  close  and  careful  cor- 
respondence and  watchful  care  to  protect  the  State  against 
loss  by  lapses  and  delinquencies. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  office  are  not  quite  as  large  as  in 
some  years  past  for  the  reason  that  sales  of  State  lands,  which 
count  most  rapidly  in  receipts,  have  been  very  light  during  the 
past  year;  though  the  falling  oft'  is  nearly  made  up  in  the  very 
large  increase  in  the  acreage  of  lands  leased  and  the  rents 
arising  therefrom. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  report  I  have  attempted  to  pre- 
sent only  such  information  and  offer  such  suggestions  as  may 
be  of  interest  and  value  to  yourself  and  your  successor,  to  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  and  to  the  citizens  of 
the  State.  I  shall  gladly  furnish  any  additional  information 
possible. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

S.  A.  SWIGGETT, 

Eegister  State  Land  Office. 
HAREY  CANNOX,  Clerk. 


